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and it was their policy in those days to repress the manu-
factures of their own colonies in order to promote their own.
The export of Indian manufactures to Europe was repressed
by prohibitive duties, and the import of English manu-
factures into India was facilitated by the levy of almost
nominal duties. The idea was to make India a country of
raw produce for the promotion of British manufacturing in-
dustries. Among all the Indian industries of the eighteenth
century, the textile industry was the most extensive; and
the invention of the power-loom in England completed the
ruin of that industry which a system of unfair tariffs had
begun. The export of cotton goods from India rapidly
declined, while the import of cotton goods into India from
Europe rose by leaps and bounds.

Sir George Birdwood, in his book on The Industrial
Arts of India^ writing on the effects of machinery on art
productions, says: " What is chiefly to be dreaded is the
general introduction of machinery into India. We are just
beginning in Europe to understand what things may be
done by machinery, and what must be done by hand-work,
if art is of the slightest consideration in the matter. But if,
owing to the operation of certain economic causes, machinery
were to be gradually introduced into India for the manu-
facture of its great traditional handicrafts, there would ensue
an industrial revolution which, if not directed by an intelligent
and instructed public opinion and the general prevalence of
refined taste, would inevitably throw the traditional arts of
the country into the same confusion of principles, and of
their practical application to the objects of daily necessity,
which has for three generations been the destruction of
decorative art and of middle-class taste in England and
North-Western Europe, and the United States of America."
He points out further that: "The social and moral evils
of the introduction of machinery into India are likely
to be still greater. At present the industries of India are
carried on all over the country, although hand-weaving is
everywhere languishing in the unequal competition with